
Page 28 TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS § 72b 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

In opening clause, ‘‘National Capital Planning Com-

mission’’ substituted for ‘‘National Capital Park and 

Planning Commission’’, on authority of act June 6, 

1924, ch. 270, § 9, as added July 19, 1952, which trans-

ferred functions of latter to former. See section 71h of 

this title and Transfer of Functions note thereunder. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Authority of President under this section to approve 

contracts for acquisition of land subject to limited 

rights reserved to grantor and for acquisition of limited 

permanent rights in land adjoining park property dele-

gated to Director of Office of Management and Budget, 

see section 9(5) of Ex. Ord. No. 11609, July 22, 1971, 36 

F.R. 13747, set out as a note under section 301 of Title 

3, The President. 

§ 72b. Lease of lands acquired for park, parkway, 
or playground purposes 

The Administrator of General Services is au-
thorized, subject to the approval of the National 
Capital Planning Commission, to lease, for a 
term not exceeding five years, and to renew such 
lease, subject to such approval, for an additional 
term not exceeding five years, pending need for 
their immediate use in other ways by the public, 
and on such terms as the Administrator shall 
determine, land or any existing building or 
structure on land acquired for park, parkway, or 
playground purposes. 

(Dec. 22, 1928, ch. 48, § 2, 45 Stat. 1070; Ex. Ord. 
No. 6166, § 2, eff. June 10, 1933; Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 
§ 1, 48 Stat. 389; 1939 Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 303(b), 
eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2729, 53 Stat. 1427; June 
30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 103(a), 63 Stat. 380; June 
6, 1924, ch. 279, § 9, as added July 19, 1952, ch. 949, 
§ 1, 66 Stat. 790.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 8–103. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘National Capital Planning Commission’’ substituted 

in text for ‘‘National Capital Park and Planning Com-

mission’’, on authority of act June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 9, 

as added July 19, 1952, which transferred functions of 

latter to former. See section 71h of this title and Trans-

fer of Functions note thereunder. 
‘‘Administrator of General Services’’ substituted in 

text for ‘‘Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks 

of the National Capital’’. See Transfer of Functions 

note set out under section 19 of this title. 

§ 72c. Power to sell lands 

The Mayor of the District of Columbia, with 
the approval of the National Capital Planning 
Commission, is authorized and empowered in his 
discretion, for the best interests of the District 
of Columbia, to sell and convey, in whole or in 
part, to the highest bidder at public or private 
sale, real estate now or hereafter owned in fee 
simple by the District of Columbia for municipal 
use, in the District of Columbia, which the 
Council of the District of Columbia and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission find to be 
no longer required for public purposes. 

(Aug. 5, 1939, ch. 449, § 1, 53 Stat. 1211; June 6, 
1924, ch. 279, § 9, as added July 19, 1952, ch. 949, § 1, 
66 Stat. 790; 1967 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §§ 401, 
402(192), eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 Stat. 
951; Dec. 24, 1973, Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, §§ 401, 
421, 87 Stat. 785, 789.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–401. 

REPEALS 

Section 7 of act Aug. 5, 1939, repealed all acts and 

parts of acts inconsistent or in conflict therewith. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘National Capital Planning Commission’’ substituted 

in text for ‘‘National Capital Park and Planning Com-

mission’’, on authority of act June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 9, 

as added July 19, 1952, which transferred functions of 

latter to former. See section 71h of this title and Trans-

fer of Functions note thereunder. 

Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 

1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of 

Columbia transferred to Commissioner of District of 

Columbia by section 401 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. Of-

fice of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as estab-

lished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of noon 

Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 24, 

1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198, clas-

sified to section 1–241 of the District of Columbia Code. 

Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘commis-

sioners’’. 

Function of Board of Commissioners to find that real 

estate is no longer required for a public purpose trans-

ferred to District of Columbia Council pursuant to sec-

tion 402(192) of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. 

‘‘Council of the District of Columbia’’ substituted in 

text for ‘‘District of Columbia Council’’ pursuant to 

section 401 of Pub. L. 93–198. District of Columbia Coun-

cil, as established by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abol-

ished as of noon Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, 

§ 711, Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 818, classified to section 1–211 

of the District of Columbia Code, and replaced by Coun-

cil of District of Columbia, as provided by section 401 

of Pub. L. 93–198, classified to section 1–221 of the Dis-

trict of Columbia Code. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 72e, 74b of this 

title. 

§ 72d. Expenses of land sales 

The Mayor of the District of Columbia is fur-
ther authorized to pay the reasonable and nec-
essary expenses of sale of each parcel of land 
sold, and shall deposit the net proceeds thereof 
in the Treasury of the United States to the cred-
it of the District of Columbia. 

(Aug. 5, 1939, ch. 449, § 2, 53 Stat. 1211; 1967 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 401, eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 
Stat. 951; Dec. 24, 1973, Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, 
§ 421, 87 Stat. 789.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–402. 

REPEALS 

Section 7 of act Aug. 5, 1939, repealed all acts and 

parts of acts inconsistent or in conflict therewith. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 

1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of 

Columbia transferred to Commissioner of District of 

Columbia by section 401 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. Of-

fice of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as estab-

lished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of noon 

Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 24, 

1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198, clas-

sified to section 1–241 of the District of Columbia Code. 
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Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘commis-

sioners’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 72e, 74b of this 

title. 

§ 72e. Execution of deeds to lands 

The Mayor of the District of Columbia is au-
thorized to execute proper deeds of conveyance 
for real estate sold under the provisions of sec-
tions 72c to 72e and 74a to 74c of this title, which 
shall contain a full description of the land sold, 
either by metes and bounds, or otherwise, ac-
cording to law. 

(Aug. 5, 1939, ch. 449, § 3, 53 Stat. 1211; 1967 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 401, eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 
Stat. 951; Dec. 24, 1973, Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, 
§ 421, 87 Stat. 789.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 9–403. 

REPEALS 

Section 7 of act Aug. 5, 1939, repealed all acts and 

parts of acts inconsistent or in conflict therewith. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 

1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of 

Columbia transferred to Commissioner of District of 

Columbia by section 401 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. Of-

fice of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as estab-

lished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of noon 

Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 24, 

1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198, clas-

sified to section 1–241 of the District of Columbia Code. 

Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘commis-

sioners’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 74b of this title. 

§ 73. Authorization of appropriations for ex-
penses, and acquisition of lands by Commis-
sion; assignment of playground areas; con-
trol of lands outside District 

There is authorized to be appropriated, each 
year, in the annual District of Columbia Appro-
priation Act, a sum not exceeding 1 cent for 
each inhabitant of the continental United 
States as determined by the last preceding de-
cennial census, said sum to be used by said Com-
mission for the payment of its expenses and for 
the acquisition of the lands herein authorized to 
be acquired by said Commission for the purposes 
named, the compensation for the land, the ex-
pense of surveys, ascertainment of title, con-
demnation proceedings, if any, and necessary 
conveyancing to be paid from said appropria-
tions. The funds so appropriated shall be paid 
from the revenues of the District of Columbia 
and the general funds of the Treasury in the 
same proportion as other expenses of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The land so acquired within 
the District of Columbia shall be a part of the 
park system of the District of Columbia and be 
under control of the Director of the National 
Park Service. Areas suitable for playground pur-
poses may, in the discretion of said Commission, 
be assigned to the control of the Mayor of the 

District of Columbia for playground purposes. 
The land so acquired outside the District of Co-
lumbia shall be controlled as determined by 
agreement between said commission and the 
proper officers of the States of Maryland and 
Virginia, such agreements to be subject to the 
approval of the President. 

(June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 12, formerly § 3, 43 Stat. 
463; Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 3, 43 Stat. 983; Ex. Ord. 
No. 6166, § 2, eff. June 10, 1933, Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 
§ 1, 48 Stat. 389; renumbered § 12, July 19, 1952, ch. 
949, § 2, 66 Stat. 791; 1967 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 401, 
eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 Stat. 951; Dec. 
24, 1973, Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, § 421, 87 Stat. 
789.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 1–2010. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Commission’’, as used in this section, refers to Na-

tional Capital Planning Commission, rather than to 

National Capital Park and Planning Commission, in 

view of transfer of functions, powers, etc., from latter 

to former by section 71h of this title. 
Functions of all other officers of Department of the 

Interior and functions of all agencies and employees of 

that Department, with two exceptions, transferred to 

Secretary of the Interior, with power vested in him to 

authorize their performance or performance of any of 

his functions by any of those officers, agencies, and em-

ployees, by 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 

1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in the Appendix 

to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

National Park Service, referred to in text, is an agency 

of Department of the Interior. 
Office of Public Buildings and Public Parks of Na-

tional Capital abolished and functions thereof trans-

ferred to Office of National Parks, Buildings, and Res-

ervations of Department of the Interior by Ex. Ord. No. 

6166. Name of latter office changed to ‘‘National Park 

Service’’ by act Mar. 2, 1934. 
Act Feb. 26, 1925 ch. 339, § 3, 43 Stat. 983, abolished of-

fice of Public Buildings and Grounds under Chief of En-

gineers and transferred functions thereof to Director of 

Public Buildings and Public Parks. 
Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 

1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of 

Columbia transferred to Commissioner of District of 

Columbia by section 401 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. Of-

fice of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as estab-

lished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of noon 

Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 24, 

1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198, clas-

sified to section 1–241 of the District of Columbia Code. 

Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘commis-

sioners’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 71, 71h, 72, 72a, 

74 of this title. 

§ 74. Annual reports of Commission to Congress; 
estimates for Office of Management and 
Budget 

Said Commission shall report to Congress an-
nually on the first Monday of March the lands 
acquired during the preceding fiscal year, the 
method of acquisition, and the cost of each 
tract. It shall also submit to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget on or before December 15 of 
each year its estimate of the total sum to be ap-
propriated for expenditure under the provisions 
of sections 71 to 71i, 72, 73 and 74 of this title 
during the succeeding fiscal year. 


